
Event Guide



LGBT Awareness Week is a joint effort by several 
community organisations, to bring visibility and awareness 

to LGBT people and their families in Northern Ireland.

Due to social distancing measures, all events will be 
accessible remotely.

Lord Mayor’s Launch Video
Belfast LGBT Centre
11 - 11.05am

@ Belfast LGBT Centre’s Facebook
facebook.com/BelfastLGBTCentre/

MONDAY 11TH MAY

Performance Lecture by Dr 
Richard O’Leary: “Discovering 
Sapphowoman and other LGBT 
heroes’
LGBT Heritage Project, HEReNI, 
Cara-Friend, The Rainbow Project and 
The Linen Hall library
4 - 4.25pm

@ Linen Hall’s Facebook & YouTube
facebook.com/LinenHallLibraryBelfast/

A short pre-recorded performance Lecture 
by Dr Richard O’Leary titled ‘Discovering 
Sappho woman and other LGBT heroes in the 
archives of the Linen Hall library’. Learn 
more about our hidden LGBT history and 
celebrate LGBT lives. 

For more information, contact 
history@hereni.org

Trans Liberation &
Feminism in NI
TransgenderNI
2 - 3pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Alexa Moore at 
alexa@transgenderni.org.uk to 
participate.

An open discussion on Zoom between Alexa 
from TransgenderNI and Rachel Powell, the 
women's sector lobbyist at WRDA. We'll be 
discussing the overlap between trans 
liberation and feminism, where we currently 
work together, how the movements intersect 
and how we can go forward to strengthen 
ties between us. 

TUES 12TH MAY

Inclusive Bedtime Story for 
Children With the Same Sex 
Family Group
HERe NI & The Rainbow Project
7 - 7.30pm

@ Live online
Contact Gráinne Gibson at 
grainne.gibson@hereni.org to 
participate.

Before you head off to the land of Nod, join 
us for an inclusive story session, celebrating 
diversity and same sex families. Get in touch 
for the link.



In Bed With Leo
Rainbow Project
5 - 5.30 pm

@ The Rainbow Project’s Facebook
facebook.com/TheRainbowProjectNI

In bed with Leo is your opportunity to ask our 
resident sex expert anything... on sexual 
health obviously!!!  He will be talking about 
safer sex & COVID 19, How to access PrEP,  
hook-ups, and how to access sexual health 
testing if you need it.

Life, Love, Legal
The Rainbow Project
6 - 8pm

@ The Rainbow Project’s Facebook
Contact Aisling at 
aisling@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

An advocacy drop-in on Facebook providing 
advice on housing, hate crime, bene�ts, and 
debt and legal matters for anybody who 
identi�es as LGBT+.

TUES 12TH MAY

Short Film and Chat
HERe NI
1pm

@ Live online
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

Why not join us for a short �lm and a chat 
about it afterwards? This is open to all 
women.

WED 13TH MAY

LGBT Writings on the Past
Queerspace
7 - 8pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Gareth Lee at 
info@queerspace.org.uk

A discussion hosted on Zoom. We will ask 
people who join the event to consider 
sharing a written item which they think 
would be of interest to others. The only 
criteria is that the item should be relevant to 
LGBT history. We are hoping for a variety of 
short discussions highlighting a range of 
printed material such as a newspaper story, 
magazine item, guide, �yer or personal 
letters.

Life in Lockdown
The Rainbow Project & TransgenderNI in 
association with Stonewall
10 - 11am

@ Zoom meeting
Pre-recorded

Discussion on how has the COVID19 
pandemic and the circumstances we’re in 
impacted upon LGBT communities.

Domestic Violence Workshop
HERe NI  & Cara-Friend
11am - 1pm

@ Zoom
Contact Amanda McGurk at 
amanda.mcgurk@cara-friend.org.uk or 
visit https://zoom.us/j/97553099828

Here NI and Cara-friend are offering a 
domestic and sexual violence awareness 
workshop as part of our gendered violence 
project. The workshop is aimed at 
professionals who work with women and 
girls who identify as LGBTQ+ and may be at 
risk of or who have been subjected to 
domestic and sexual violence and/or abuse. 
The workshop identi�es some of the barriers 
to accessing help, the heteronormativity of 
society and the underlying fear of 
homophobia, bi phobia or transphobia that 
those that come from the LGBTQ+ 
community face.



Trans Healthcare - Where Do We 
Go From Here?
TransgenderNI
4 - 5pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Alexa Moore at 
alexa@transgenderni.org.uk to 
participate.

A general meeting, open to trans 
communities and our allies, to discuss the 
current situation with trans healthcare, how 
COVID-19 has impacted space for action and 
developing a grassroots strategy for going 
forward.

Why Report It?
The Rainbow Project & PSNI
Noon - 12.15pm

@ Zoom meeting
Pre-recorded

Discussion on the importance of reporting 
crime with PSNI representative and LGBT 
Advocacy O�cer Aisling Twomey.

THURS 14TH MAY

FRI 15TH MAY

Song with Cara
HERe NI
1pm

@ Live online
Contact Cara McCann at 
cara.mccann@hereni.org to participate

Why not listen to some live music with a 
cuppa? Cara will sing a selection of songs for 
your enjoyment. This event is open to 
women.

WED 13TH MAY Affecting Policy changes for 
LGBT Community 
The Rainbow Project
2 - 3pm

@ Zoom
Contact gavin@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

A training workshop on how changes in 
public policy can be achieved through 
gathering evidence, effective campaigning 
and applying pressure. 

Life, Love, Legal
The Rainbow Project
6 - 8pm

@ Live web chat
Contact Aisling at 
aisling@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

An advocacy drop-in on Facebook providing 
advice on housing, hate crime, bene�ts, and 
debt and legal matters for anybody who 
identi�es as LGBT+.

Sexual Orientation Awareness 
Training for the Workplace
HERe NI
1pm

@ Live online
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

An introduction to forms of homophobia & 
heterosexism and their impact, followed by a 
discussion of ways to address and 
counteract them. 



Legal Queeries 
aka ASK A LAWYER
The Rainbow Project
Noon - 12.30pm

@ Zoom meetnig
Pre-recorded

The Rainbow Project Advocacy O�cer 
Aisling Twomey will be interviewing Ciaran 
Moynagh from Phoenix Law discussing how 
this year has changed NI with marriage 
equality and he will be answering some of the 
most frequently asked questions around law. 
Ciaran is one of Northern Ireland's leading 
equality, human rights and family lawyers 
and a partner at Phoenix Law - Human Rights 
Solicitors. He is also a regular media 
commentator on legal issues and court 
proceedings.  Ciaran has led the way on 
some of the most signi�cant cases 
impacting the LGBT Community Including 
the successful legal challenge seeking 
recognition of same-sex marriage (Petition 
X) in NI, and the successful judicial review 
protecting the privacy rights of transgender 
people (AS JR), proceedings to overturn the 
ban in NI on paying sex workers and securing 
the legal recognition for humanist weddings 
in NI.

Panel Discussion of 
Documentary ‘Out of the 
Shadows’
LGBT Heritage Project and the Ulster 
Museum
2 - 2.40pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact history@hereni.org for both 
the link to view the documentary 
beforehand and the link to attend the 
live Zoom event).

This is a panel discussion of the BBC NI TV 
documentary “Out of the Shadows” (40 mins, 
2018) about some of the men who worked to 
change the law that up to 1982 made 
homosexuality illegal in Northern Ireland. 
These are stories of identity, arrest and love 
before and after 1982. Panel to include the 
Director of the �lm, Gillian Callan, three of 
the men who participated in it – Jeff 
Dudgeon, Richard Kennnedy and Richard 
O'Leary and Adam Murray from Cara-Friend 
and Karen Logan from the Ulster Museum.

SAT 16TH MAY

FRI 15TH MAY

LGBTQ+ Youth Manifesto Trial
YouthAction NI
2 - 2.30pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Annette at 
annette@youthaction.org

At the beginning of June we will launch our 
new LGBTQ+ youth manifesto. The manifesto 
consists of 31 letters that were written by 
young LGBTQ+ people and represent their 
thoughts, wishes and demands. It is a 
creative tool for youth workers to engage 
young people in discussions  During our 30 
minute virtual meet-up we will introduce you 
to the resource and facilitate one of the 
activities.

LGBTQ+ Youth Talks: Politics
Cara-Friend LGBTQ+ Youth & GenderJam
4 - 5pm

@ Zoom
Contact Chris McIlwaine at 
chris.mcilwaine@cara-friend.org.uk to 
participate

A youth lead discussion with councillors 
Séamus de Faoite (SDLP), Anthony Flynn 
(Green Party), Eoin Tennyson (Alliance) and 
Mal O’Hara (Green Party) to discuss being 
LGBTQ+ within politics. This hour zoom 
discussion will let LGBTQ+ young people 
learn more about getting involved in politics 
as an LGBT person whilst also being able to 
get any questions they have answered by 
LGBTQ+ councillors themselves.



International Day Against 
Homophobia, Bi-phobia, 
Intersexism, and Transphobia 
Church Services
Changing Attitude Ireland
11am

@ Zoom
facebook.com/changingattitudeireland

Visit the Facebook page for the full list. For 
information, contact Leo Kilroy at 
caihonsec@gmail.com

SUN 17TH MAY

Lyra McKee’s 2018 Awareness 
Week Contribution
Equality Commision for Northern Ireland

@ equalityni.org

The Equality Commission will be displaying a 
recording of Lyra McKee's 2018 LGBT 
Awareness Week contribution on their 
website throughout the week.

ALL WEEK

Videos on Visibility and Activism 
The Rainbow Project

@ The Rainbow Project’s Facebook
facebook.com/TheRainbowProjectNI

For online LGBT Awareness 
Week 2020 events by Foyle 

Pride, please visit their 
Facebook page.

@ facebook.com/foylepride

HERe NI Film Night
HERe NI
7pm

@ Live online
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

We will be watching an LGBTQ+ themed �lm 
and discussing it afterwards. This event is 
for all women only.

SAT 16TH MAY

This calendar of events 
has been put together in 

collaboration with:


